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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to comnfiunications: original application, filed 
11/04/2003; Information Disclosure Statement, filed 11/04/2003. 

2. Claims 1-30 are pending in the case. Claims 1,15, 22, and 26 are independent 
claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-21 and 26-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Haneda et al. (hereinafter "Haneda"), U.S. Patent No. 6,819,449 B2, 
issued November 2004. 

Regarding independent claim 1, Haneda discloses a method for a user to 
create a poster having one or more images, since Haneda teaches a print service for 
printing posters from digital or film image mediums (col. 9, 1. 23-50; Fig. 23). Haneda 
teaches a touch screen interface connected to a scanner and a network (col. 10, L 11- 
58). Haneda teaches prompting the user to select a template corresponding to a type of 
poster; since Haneda discloses many templates including a decoration, calendar, and 
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poster (col. 16, 1. 49-54). Haneda teaches prompting the user to select one of a plurality 
of image sources; receiving one or more images from the selected one of the plurality of 
image sources; prompting the user to select one or more of the one or more received 
images, since Haneda teaches that the user may select scanned or digital images and 
designate the input medium (col. 10, 1. 19-36; col. 15, 1. 53-col. 16, 1. 29). Haneda 
teaches repeating the selection steps until the desired number of images is selected 
(col. 16, 1. 54-col. 17, 1. 20; col. 17, 1. 55-coL 18, 1. 21). Haneda teaches placing the 
selected images on the template; and outputting a signal representative of the poster, 
since Haneda teaches printing the poster and storing data representing the composite 
image of the poster created by the user (col. 19, 1. 25-47). 

Regarding dependent claim 2, Haneda teaches including the step of utilizing 
the output signal to print the poster, since Haneda teaches printing the poster and 
storing data representing the composite image of the poster created by the user (col. 
19, 1. 25-47). 

Regarding dependent claim 3, Haneda teaches receiving an input from the 
user for selecting a size of the poster, since Haneda teaches customizing the size of the 
image to the size of the template (col. 12, 1. 66-col. 13, 1. 28), and selecting the size of 
the poster (col. 18, 1. 30-54). Haneda teaches a print service for printing posters from 
digital or film image mediums (col. 9, 1. 23-50; Fig. 23). Haneda teaches a touch screen 
interface connected to a scanner and a network (col. 10, 1. 1 1-58). 

Regarding dependent claim 4, Haneda implicitly discloses that the size of the 
poster may be selected to have substantially any value between approximately 5 inches 
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and approximately 48 inches, because Haneda discloses a variety of templates 
including a cover poster, calendar, enlargement, decoration, and art format (Fig, 23; col. 
16, 1. 49-53), and Haneda discloses resizing of images for printing (col. 18, 1. 30-54), 
therefore the range of products and automatic resizing implies that the size of the poster 
may be selected to have substantially any value between approximately 5 inches and 
approximately 48 inches, based on the type of template selected. 

Regarding dependent claim 5, Haneda teaches that the template is selected 
from the group consisting of a calendar, a poster and an announcement banner, since 
Haneda discloses many templates including a decoration, calendar, and poster (col. 16, 
I. 49-54). 

Regarding dependent claim 6, Haneda teaches that the image sources include 
at least one of a CD ROM, a scanner, a digital media reader and a photo gallery of 
images stored within the workstation, since Haneda teaches a scanner (col. 10, 1. 37- 
65). 

Regarding dependent claim 7, Haneda teaches that the poster may be created 
using images received from any combination of the image sources, since Haneda 
teaches receiving digital, scanned, and film images as well as decorative images (col. 
10, 1. 59-65; col. 9, 1.45-58). 

Regarding dependent claim 8, Haneda teaches displaying a thumbnail 
representation of each received image (col. 22, 1. 14-26; col. 17, 1. 56-col. 18, 1. 2). 

Regarding dependent claims 9 and 10, Haneda teaches editing each selected 
image wherein the step of editing the selected image includes at least one of cropping. 
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rotating, enlarging and reducing the image, since Haneda teaches editing, resizing and 
rotating the images (col. 18, 1. 3-54). 

Regarding dependent claims 11-13, IHaneda teaches Including the step of 
adding an arbitrary selection of text to the poster, wherein the text comprises a caption 
associated with an image, and wherein the text comprises a title for the poster, since 
Haneda discloses adding characters to the composite poster image (col. 18, 1. 55-65), 
and Haneda teaches a title layout and font (col. 12, 1. 43-53). 

Regarding dependent claim 14, Haneda teaches that text is selected by 
touching keys included in a representation of a keyboard on a touch screen monitor 
(col. 12, 1. 43-52; col. 15, 1. 53-col. 16. 1. 54). 

Regarding independent claim 15. Haneda teaches a workstation for printing a 
poster having one or more images, the components of said workstation being contained 
within a single housing, because Haneda teaches an Image filing and printing apparatus 
which could be installed at a film store, photography shop, department store or 
convenience store, to be operated by the customer (col. 9, 1. 20-58; Fig. 5), and 
therefore Haneda discloses that the workstation for filing and printing images is 
contained within a single housing (Fig. 13, item 200). Haneda teaches that the 
components comprise a computer (col. 10, 1. 66-col. 11,1. 32); a memory for storing 
photo gallery images (col. 10, 1. 66-col. 11,1. 32); a device for inputting personal images 
(col. 9, 1. 45-col. 10, 1. 11); a touch screen monitor for accepting information from a user 
(col. 10, 1. 19-36); and a printer for printing the poster (col. 10, 1. 1). Haneda teaches 
that the workstation combines one or more of the personal images and one or more of 
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the photo gallery images for inclusion in the printed poster (col, 11,1. 35-col. 12, 1. 8), 
since Haneda teaches the synthesis of template images and user images to produce a 
composite image for a poster (col. 16, 1. 49-53). 

Regarding dependent claim 16, Haneda teaches that the workstation includes 
a modem (Fig. 5, item 49). 

Regarding dependent claim 17, Haneda teaches that the workstation includes 
a media reader for inputting personal images (Fig. 5, item 47). 

Regarding dependent claim 18, Haneda teaches and implies that the 
workstation includes a CD ROM drive for inputting personal images, because Haneda 
teaches a digital input medium including optical disks (col. 9, 1. 38-46) and a magneto- 
optic disk drive (col. 10, 1. 1-3), and teaches functionality for multiple digital input 
mediums. 

Regarding dependent claim 19, Haneda teaches that the workstation includes 
a scanner for inputting personal images (Fig. 5, items 42 and 43). 

Regarding dependent claim 20, Haneda implicitly discloses that the printer 
utilizes a roll feeder, since Haneda discloses a printer for both photographs printed on 
photographic printing paper and printed matter, i.e., posters and calendars having 
photographs thereon (col. 9, 1. 20-37), and at the time of the invention posters were 
commonly printed using a roll feeder. At the time of the invention, printers commonly 
used roll feeders to pass the paper through the printer. 

Regarding dependent claim 21, Haneda implicitly discloses that the printer is 
capable of printing a poster of substantially any length in the range between 
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approximately 5 inches and approximately 48 inches, because Haneda discloses a 
variety of templates including a cover poster, calendar, enlargement, decoration, and art 
format (Fig. 23; col. 16, 1. 49-53), and Haneda discloses resizing of images for printing 
(col. 18, 1. 30-54), therefore the range of products and automatic resizing implies that 
the printer is capable of printing a poster of substantially any length in the range 
between approximately 5 inches and approximately 48 inches. 

Regarding independent claim 26, Haneda teaches a method for a user to 
create a poster, the method comprising the steps of prompting the user to select one of 
a plurality of templates, since Haneda teaches a print service for printing posters from 
digital or film image mediums (col. 9, 1. 23-50; Fig. 23). Haneda teaches prompting the 
user to select a template corresponding to a type of poster, since Haneda discloses 
many templates including a decoration, calendar, and poster (col. 16, 1. 49-54). 

Haneda teaches a plurality of templates being variously designed for inserting 
images from one or more image sources (col. 11,1. 35-col. 12, 1. 9), since Haneda 
teaches the use of photo frame templates and decoration templates. Haneda teaches 
templates for inserting only text, and prompting the user to enter text into each of one or 
more predetermined portions of the selected template if the selected template is a 
template designed for inserting only text (col. 12, 1. 43-52; col. 18, 1. 55-65), since 
Haneda teaches synthesizing titles into the template using title layout (col. 12, 1. 43-52). 
Haneda teaches outputting a signal representative of the poster, since Haneda teaches 
printing the poster and storing data representing the composite image of the poster 
created by the user (col. 19, I. 25-47). 
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Regarding dependent claims 27-30, claims 27-20 are directed toward 
substantially similar subject matter as claimed in dependent claims 2-5, and are rejected 
along the same rationale. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention Is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 22-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Haneda, In view of Marshall et al. (hereinafter "Marshall"), U.S. Patent 
Application Publication No. 2002/0097259 A1, published July 25, 2002. 

In regard to independent claim 22, Haneda teaches a workstation for creating 
a poster, the components of said workstation being contained within a single housing, 
because Haneda teaches an image filing and printing apparatus which could be 
installed at a film store, photography shop, department store or convenience store, to be 
operated by the customer (col. 9, 1. 20-58; Fig. 5), and therefore Haneda discloses that 
the workstation for filing and printing images is contained within a single housing (Fig. 
13, item 200). 

Haneda teaches that the components comprise a computer (col. 10, 1. 66-col. 1 1 , 
I. 32); a memory for storing the one or more photo gallery images (col. 10, 1. 66-col. 11, 
I. 32); and a touch screen monitor for monitor for simultaneously displaying the one or 
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more photo gallery images (col. 10, 1. 19-36). Haneda teaches a touch screen, wherein 
one or more of the one or more photo gallery images stored in the memory may be 
selected to create the poster (col. 11,1. 35-col. 12, 1. 8), since Haneda teaches the that 
the user may use a touch screen to select from template images and user images to 
produce a composite Image for a poster (col. 16, 1. 49-53; col. 16, 1. 54-col. 17, 1. 20; col. 
17, 1. 55-col. 18, 1. 21). 

While Haneda teaches a modem and ISDN terminal, an interface device for 
connecting the workstation to a remotely located server (Fig. 5, item 49), Haneda does 
not explicitly teach that the interface device is for receiving one or more photo gallery 
images from the server. However, Marshall teaches a memories product generation 
system for creating customized posters and images with a memories materials 
database containing an image bank (p. 4, par. 37-39), and that the customer can both 
upload and download images from a gallery (p. 6, par. 51), and that the system includes 
a temiinal connected to a network (p. 2, par. 21 -p. 3, par. 25; p. 3, par. 28, 30). 

Both Haneda and Marshall are analogous art, since both are directed to the 
generation of customized posters and images. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to apply the networked image bank 
featuire disclosed by Marshall to the image printing apparatus disclosed by Haneda, 
since both Marshall and Haneda disclose systems which can be housed in a photo 
kiosk or store (Marshall, p. 3, par. 25; Haneda, col. 9, 1. 20-58; Fig. 5), and since 
Haneda discloses a modem for network connection; it would have been obvious and 
desirable to combine Haneda and Marshall to allow the easy selection and automatic 
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organization of images associated with a particular user, so that the individual who has 
a collection of source materials could process a large number of images and produce a 
quality customized product (Marshall, p. 1 , par. 5). 

Regarding dependent claim 23, Haneda teaches that the workstation includes 
a scanner for inputting personal images (Fig. 5, items 42 and 43). 

Regarding dependent claim 24, Haneda teaches the touch screen monitor 
simultaneously displays the one or more personal images, and wherein one or more of 
the one or more personal images may be selected to create the poster (col. 11,1. 35- 
col. 12, 1. 8), since Haneda teaches the synthesis of template images and user images 
to produce a composite image for a poster (col. 16, 1. 49-53). 

Regarding dependent claim 25, Haneda teaches that the workstation provides 
diagnostics to the remote server (col. 24, 1. 9-20). While Haneda does not explicitly 
teach that the workstation receives software updates from the server, Marshall teaches 
a networked application for creating customized image materials with on-line assistance 
(p. 6, par. 50) and server at a fulfillment center, which would enable the customer to 
receive updates (p. 2, par. 19-24). 

Both Haneda and Marshall are analogous art, since both are directed to the 
generation of customized posters and images. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to apply the networked system for 
creating customized image materials disclosed by Marshall to the image printing 
apparatus disclosed by Haneda, since both Marshall and Haneda disclose systems 
which can be housed in a photo kiosk or store (Marshall, p. 3, par. 25; Haneda, col. 9, 1. 
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20-58; Fig. 5), and since Haneda discloses a modem for network connection; therefore 
it would have been obvious and desirable to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to combine Haneda and Marshall, in order to allow the user to receive on- 
line assistance and updates, so that the individual who has a collection of source 
materials could process a large number of images and produce a quality customized 
product (Marshall, p. 1, par. 5). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Novais et al., U.S. Patent Application Pub. No. 2003/0023452 A1, published 
January 2003. 

Vallmajo et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,791,723 B1, issued September 2004. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Amelia Rutledge whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7508. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:30 - 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://palr-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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